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1. Possible extension of UK-mandate in Palesting-~The US
delegation to the UN has learned irom UR representative
Beoley that the UK Foreign Office views unfavorably the
US proposal for a ten-day extension of the Palestine man-
date. Beeley indicated that, aside from the difficulties in
amending existing legislation and dealing with British
public opinion, the UK contends that: (a) only the 15 May
deadline has brougm the parties to the ‘‘point of even con-
sidering a truce’’; and (b) an extension of the mandate
might be misinterpre&ed in the light of recent British troop
reinforcements in Palestine. According fo Beesley, the For-

- eipn Office believes that the Jews are now more intransigent
ont the subject of a possible truce than the Avrabs and there
is greater need for pressure on the Jews.

Us Ambassador Douglas in London interpreis For-
eign Minister Bevin's 4 May statement to the Hau e of
Commons as indicative of the UK Government’s willingness
to consider a short terin continuation of its responsibilities
in Palestine provided that: () the UN General Assembly
approves the US proposal; () an unconditional cease-fire
is effected; and {¢) a truce is accepted. Douglas is con-
vinced that the UK will not assume a position which would
involve the continuation of undivided responsibility.

EUROPE

2. FRANCE: Ouposition to Gaullist-Schuman “‘deal’’ --US Am-

bassador Caffery has heen informed by a leader of the Radical-
Socialist Party that Radical -Socialist cirelés are cool toward
the idea of cooperation between De Gaulle and Schuman,
Caffery was told that such a ““dsal’’ would cause the Soclalists
to withdraw their support from Schuman and (hus precipiiate

a serious crisis and the fall of the Schuman Government. The
Radﬁcal-SoMalist leader feels that such a development would
be fooli&h ‘in view of the present governwt&t 8 gr@at efforts

and its chances of succeeding.”’ No cir - Q30
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{CIA Comment: Because the Radical-Secinlists age

- probably the government eloments most susceptitis to Gai 1iist

influence, their coolness towvard Gaullist manenverings wil
eliminate a threat to cabinet solidarity during the next few
weeks.)

GERMANY: Food protest sirikes spread --Acting Polifcal
Adviser Chase reports {rom Perlin that 4 ,000 Yirnnover 11eiel
and rubber workers have gone out on food strikes, and thal the
trade unions of transport, chenieal, ceramics, paper, agricul-
tural, and public service workers in the British Zone have deo-
clared sclidarity with the aims of the strikers and are coniicey -
ing whether to call a general strike without a time lmit fde all
of lower Saxony. Chase adds that 25,000 metal workers in
Augsburg, Nuremburg, and Muaich, who went on strike on |} Mas
in protest against food cuts, are continuing thelr strike dek pite
union oppostition.

/
(CIA Comment: CIA belleves that strikes protesting
against the food sifuation will continue to spread Gespite trade
union opposition.)

NEAR EAST-AFRICA

PALESTINE: Diffjeuities faced by Arabs and Jeve-~US Cansul’
General Wasscn in Jerusalem transmiis the opinioa of Gen¢ral
McMillan (the British commander in Palestins) taot the Pales-

tinlan Arab forces ‘“‘are in bad shape and need a hreathing § pace.’”

McMillan believes that the Arabs would accept a truce if they
are ‘‘handled firmly’’ and given terms for acceplance witheut

an opportunity for endless discussions. McMillan consides; it
“not unlikely”’ that Transjordar troops will move tnto the 2rab
areas of Palestine after the mandate ends but believes that

King Abdullah will avoid risking his army in battle with tho Jews,

The British Colonial Mfice has informed 73 Embasrg. |
London that, although the Jews have had successes in Falest ine,

the Jewish Ageney is concerned over its limited suply of g soline
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and the terrific aconoraic burden which the fighting is impesiag
on the Jewish state. ‘The Colonial Cifice algo repo:is that te
““Nazi-like controls’’ over ail phrses of Jewish life are cau:iag
resentment ameag the Jews,

TAE EAST

CHINA: New Communisgt offsnsive in Manchuria--U3 Const i

General Ward in Mukdan has been informed by the National st
Comamander in Manchuria that a general coordinetad Commu-
nist offensive in Manchuria bnd China will commence in the
near future. The Nationalist Commander estimates that th:
offensive in Menchuria will move southwestward towayrd Natth -
China with the aim of destroying the Government’s xemaink g
railroad communications. The Consul General addg that iy
Nationzlist Commander is now optimistic that the Nationalf sts
can successfully defend sither Mukden or Changehun agring?
Communist attack,

(CIA Comment: The impending Communist offensiv:
in Manchuria is expected to he more powerful and broader ia
scope than previcus efiorts because newly developad rear srea
rail support has given the Communiste greater mobility ant:
striking nower. Naticnalist optimism concerning their abil .ty
to hold Mukden and Chanpchun may prove ill-founded if the
Communists launch a deiermined assaalt on these points.; -

"9 -

quﬁféﬁh

Approved For Release 2006/12/19 : CIA-RDP78-01617A006000050048-4 .



